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VEGETATION CHARACTERISTICS AND ITS DISTRIBUTION
OF QILIAN MOUNTAIN REGION

Chen Gui-chen, Peng Min. Huang Rong-fu and Lu Xue-feng
{Northwest Plateau Instuuie of Biology. Acederma Sitrca, Xining E10001)

Abstract

The main vegetation types and distributional characteristics in the Qilian Mountain re-
gion were studies. It is shown that characternstic of the wegetation is evidanced by eco-geog-
raphy marginal effect and plateau zone law. The vegetation of this region is affected consid-
erably by the vegetation around the Qilian Mountain region, but is alvantagaous for all kinds
of alpine vegetations. and has an evident similarity and an extensive unanimity with those of
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau. On the other hand. the vegetation of the area has its specificity dif-
ference with the plateau plane. So. the authors consider to classify the Qilian Mountain re-
gion as the secondary unit of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau vegetation region.

Key words Qinghai-Xizang Plateau: The Qilian Mountain region: Vegetation: Vege-
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Fig.1 Ihagram of vertical distribution of vegetation in the Qilian Mountain region
1. The eastern Qilian Mountan region(e. g, Qingshi Ling and Lenglong Ling) 1. The middle Gilian
Mountain region(e. g. MNiuxin Shan and Yeniu Shan} T. The western Cilian Mountain region
{e. g. Shule Nanshan, Jingtie Shan and Danghe Nanshan)
1. Broadleaf deciduous forest in temperate zone 2. Needleleaf evergreen forest in temperate zone
3. Needleleaf forest in cold temperate zone 4. Temperate shrubs 5. Alpine shrubs
6. Shrubs in plateau valley 7. Temperate steppe 8. Alpine steppe  $. Desert
10. Alpine desert 11. Alpine meadow 12. Submnival vegetation
13. Bare rocky bill 14. Snow and glaciers
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Fig. 2 Map of vegetation plateau zone of the Qilian Mountain region
I . Alpine shrubs and meadow zone of eastern Qilian Mountain region  (include forest and steppe
trapsition zene)  I. Alpine steppe and meadow zone of middle Qilian Mountain region
2. Alpine desert and steppe zone of northwestern Qilian Mountain region The position
of vertical distribution digram of Qingshi Ling(a).Lenglong Ling(h}.
Niuxin Shan(c}, Yeniu Shan{d), Shule Nanshan{e),
Jingtie Shan(f) and Danghe Nanshan(g)
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Fig. 3 Map of vegetation regionalization of China (from literature [6], slighly revised)

1. Cold temperate needleleaf forest region
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alpine vegetation region
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V. Subtropical broadleaf evergreen forest region
V. Temperate steppe region
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