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ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE VEGETATION IN
QAIDAM BASIN

Du Qing

(Northwess Plateau lnstitute of Biology, Academia Sinica)

Qaidam Basin is located in the northeastern part of Qinghai-Xizang plateau. The basin
is surrounded by mountains, and its altitude ranging 2600—4500 m. The climate is very dry and
the precipitation is less than 20 mm in the northwestern, part. Therefore, desert vegetation, do-
minated by xeric and sparse plants, is developed in the vast basin. The vegetation varies in
types, from steppe desert to temperate desert, east-westward.

The vertical and horizontal variation in the vegetation distribution were discussed with spe-
cial efforts. :
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