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The Hora of Datong River Valley in Qinghai, China

WU YuHu
(Northwest Plateau Intitute d Biodlogy , Chinese Academy d Sdenoss, Xining 810001, China)

Abgract : The Datong River valey is dtuated in eagern Qinghai , China, and between latitude 36°45 -

3820 N and longtude 98°50 - 103’00 E. This area belongs to the transtion zone between Qinghai- Ti-
betan Raeau and Loess Hateau with dtitudes rangng from 1 900 mto 5 254 m. The totd areais 17 600
kni. Thefeaturesdf climete are the type with the cortinent or apine cortinert. There are 1 154 ecies
o wild seed plants that belong to 77 families and 368 genera in this regon, and it has 85. 56 % o totd
family,, and of 72.44 % o totd genera and of 50.50 % o totd ecies o the Tangute Regon from the
Qinghai- Tibetan Aateau Subdivison regectively. The floridic characteridtics in the area are as follows:
(1) Thisareais atype locdity of many speciesin the Tangute Region that is wel worth protecting, and
the ecies are relatively richer. (2) Onthelevel of genera, theflora belongsto the nature of the temper-
ate 2one that mainly with the North Tenperate dements, epecidly dominated with the typicad eements
from the warm and cold zone of Europe and Asa oortinents, and a9 with warm, cold warm and apine
ones. (3) Thefloraisayoung and derivativeone, i.e. nmog o the plants are perennid herbs and poor-
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ed on trees, dort o the ancient type and primitive ecies, and some endemic dementsdf China are de-
veloped from their rdated taxa. (4) Being the area of the border of the Qingha- Tibetan Pateau and the
trangtion flora that far from the hinterland of the Qingha- Tibetan Rateau , while the flora was dfected by
both apine one of SV China and other one o N China. It kegpstheflorigic nature of plateau and dpine.
(5) It isone d representative floras of the transtion zone between the Loess Aateau and Qinghai- Tibetan
Rateau of China. By the andydsd this gudy, it isindutable tha the flora of Datong River valley be-
longs to the Tangute Regon, Qinghai- Tibetan Rateau subdivison.
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36°45 38°20 98°50  103°00 30 60 km, 440 km,
17 600 kn' , :
2600 4000m , , 1900m, 5254 m
, 7.8 7 19.8
-6.4 35.4 2.2 347 mm

- 0.5 0.5 , 271.7 -341 525
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mm, 300 mm, 600 mm, 1 137 mm
-1.4 7 10.3 , 1 -14.7
3.0 , -35.8 338 nm 5 9 ,
( Picea crassfdia) # (P wilsonii)
( Pinus tabul agformis) , (Sabina przewalskii)
, ( Populus davidiana) ( Populus cathayana ,
) (Betula platyphylla) (Betula utilis) (B. abhosinenss)
: (Myricaria squamosa)
( Comarum salesovi anum) ; ( Cragana microphylla)
(Berberis dasystachya) (C. maximoviziana) :
( Potentilla frutico-
sa) , (Salix oritrepha) (Spiraea alpina)
(C. jubata) (Sibiraea angustata) '
( Rhododendron przewalskii) ( R. capitatum)
(R. thymifdlium) ;
(Stipa breviflora) ('S. bungeana) ('S. krylovii)
( Achnatherum splendens) (Artemisia frigida) (A. gmdinii)
(Stipa purpurea) :
( Kobresia humilis) ( K. pygmaea)
: ( Bymus nutans)
: ( Draba) (Sibbaldia) ( Saussurea) (Arenaria)
( Rhodiola) ( Corydalis) ( Androsace) (Lagoatis)

2
, 77 368 1154 (1051
103 ).
( , 1998) (90) 85. 56 % (508)
72. 44 % (2285)  50.50% ( , )

3 5 11 ; 12 78 285 62 441 858
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2.1
’ 50 5 y
(2142 /36 ), (132/40) , (81/22) , (68/20) (
) (61/16) ( 1) ,
6.49 %, 134 36.41 %,
, 41.94 % 5
L 5 1
( 1 2003) 1 1
1 20
Teble 1 The families conprisng of nore than 20 peciesdof seed plants in Datong River valey
Serid No. Family No. of gecies No. o genera
1 Qamineze 142 36
2 Conpostae 132 40
3 Rosacese 81 22
4 Ranuncul acese 68 20
5 Leguminose 61 16
6 Scrophulariacese 45 7
7 Cruciferae 43 22
8 Cyperacese 1 5
9 SHicacese 37 2
10 Caryophyllacese 36 12
11 Gentianaceae 35 8
12 Liliacese 32 11
13 Saxifragaceae 30 6
14 Orchidaceae 26 15
15 Rolygonaceae 25 5
16 Umbdlliferae 24 14
17 Labiatee 21 13
total 17 879 254
%, % o totd area 22.08 76.17 69. 02
20 49 12,120 395 (45/7) ,
(43/22) , (41/5) , (37/2) , (36/12) , (35/8) ,
(32/11) , (30/6) , (26/15) , (25/5) , (24/14) ,
(21/13) 5 879 76.17 %
19 60 77.92%,
25, 23.83% 1 1 5
19.48 %, 4.08 %, 1.30%

s
ey
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(4/2) (2/2) (2/1) (4/2) (1/1) (12/4) 6

12 25 7.79% 3.26% 2.17% ,
2.2
(1991) 15 ,
12 13 ( 2
2
Table 2 The generic ared-types of seed plantsin Datong River valey
%
Ared-types
No. o genera % o genera
1. sopolitan 55
2. Partropic 14 4.47
3. Old World Tropics 3 0.96
3.1 Trop. Ada. , Africa & Audrdasa diguncted (2)
4. Trop. Ada 1 0.32
5. North Tenperate 162 51.76
5.1 N. Tenperae (120)
5.2 Arctic-Alpine (6)
5.3 ( ) N. Terp. &S. Tenp. diguncted ()
5.4 Eurada & Terp. S. Amer. diguncted 3
6. E. Ada &N. Anmer. diguncted 11 3.51
7. Old World Terrperate 49 15. 65
7.1 - - Mediterranean W. Ada & E. Ada dguncted 3
7.2 - Mediterranean & Himdaya diguncted (2)
8. Terperate Asa 21 6.71
9. Mediterranean, W. Adato Centrd Ada 13 4.15
9.1
Mediterranean to Centrd Ada & S. Africa, Audradasa diguncted ()]
9.2
Mediterranean to Centrd Ada & Mexico to S. USA. diguncted (2)
9.3
Mediterranean to Terp.-Trop . Ada, Audrdada & S. Amer. dguncted 2
10. Centrd Ada 10 3.19
10.1 Centrd Adato Himlaya & SW. China (4)
10.2 -
Centrd Adato HindayaAlta & Pacific N. Amer. diguncted 2
11. E. Ada 21 6.71
11.1 - Sro-Himdaya (SH) (13)
12. Endemic to China 8 2.56
total 368

2.2.1 55 (Astragalus) , 17,
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, ( Carex)
(Poa) , ,
( Gentiana) ( Pdlygonum) ( Ranuncul us)
27 24 13 15 15 ,
, (Typha)
2.2.2 18 , 575% ( ,
) ,
) , 14 10
( 71. 43 %) 1
( Euonymus) ( Euphorbia) ( Traguws) ,
6 5 2 ,
, , (Impatiens)
(Asparagus) (Viscum) ( Thesium)
3 (Ixeridium)
1
, ( ) ( )
) 2600 4000m ,
1
2.2.3 )
287 , 91.69 %,

162
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51.76 % , 10 20 ( 3,
7 , 13
3 10 10 ,
Table 3 The genera conprisng of 10 and nore than 10 Pecies ( Pedicul aris)
o seed plantsin Datong River valey (
Genera
No.df goecies  Ared-type 2003) !

1. Pedicul aris 30 ,

2. Salix 30

3. Saussurea 28 !

4. Carex 27 (salix)

5. Poa 24

6. Potentilla 23 s

7. Artemisia 22

8. Astragal us 17

9. Juncus 17

10. Polygonum 15

11. Ranuncul us 15

12. Allium 14

13. Gentiana 13

14. Festuca 13 )

15. Oxytropis 12

16. Stipa 12 ’

17. Iris 11

18. Draba 11

19. Corydalis 10 '

20. Kobresia 10

Totd 20 34 o
%, 30.68 , (S. sinica)
%d totd area 5.43
( Saussurea) 28
, ( Potentilla)

( P. fruticosa) ( P. glabra)

) (Artemisia)

( Kobresia)
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( K- pygmaea) ( K. humilis)
(Meconopsis) ,
4 , 1983) ,
(Stipa)
( Stipa bungeana)
3 6
( Rhodid a) ( Trdlius) (Lagotis) ( Koenigia)
( Eutrema) ( Arctostaphyl os)
3000 m
( ) 33
(Veronica)
(Mdandrium)
(Swertia)
( Thalictrum) ,
(Vidia) (Bupleurum)
(Vvaleriana)
(Arenaria) ,
( Comastoma) ,
(Bromus) (Lathyrus)
(Leontopodi um) ( Alopecurus)

(Leymus)
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11 , )
( Parasenecio) (
, 1982) ( Thermopsis) -3 ( Tricsteum)
% (Triosteum pinnatifi-
dum)
(Lespedeza) (Acomastylis)
( Sorbaria) ( Hydrangea)
( Tulatis) , ,
.49
(Myricaria) ( Hippaphae)
( Blshdtzia) , ,
, (Achnatherum) ( Roegne-
ra) (Ligularia) ( Adonis) ,
( Sibbaldia) ( Daphne) ( Pleuraspermum) (Blysmus) |,
- (Morina) ,
(Le
onurus) ( Carpesium) ( chdidonium)
- 3 (Sibiraea)

21 ( Caragana)
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26
( Rheum)
(Ajania) ( Ptilagrostis)
( Tanacetum) (Stipa)
( Guel denstaedtia) ( Chamaerho-
dos) ( Sphaerophysa) ( Cymbaria)
13 1
(Malcolmia) ; ( Hypecoum)
( Neotorularia) ;
( Bieberstenia) : ( Eruca) (Lepyrodidis)
( Qycyrrhiza)
10 (Dilo-
phia) , (Mdilotoi des)
(Cancrinia)
( Paraquilegia) (Incarvillea) (Littledalea) ( Orinus)
( Christolea) (Hedinia) ,
21
8 , (Acanthopanax) (Aniso
dus) ( Codonopsis)
13 (Microula) ( Cremanthodium)
( Soroseris) (Tibetia) ( Sinopodophyll um) (Larr
cea)

(Lamiophlomis)
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( Phlomis) , ( Cremanthodium) (Ligularia)
2.2.4 8
(Ostryopsis) ;
( Codonema) ; (Notopterigium) ;
( Pomatosace) ; ( Syncal-
athium) ; (Sinacalia) ( Xanthopappus)
(Nannoglattis)
( )
1
( Xanthopappus)
(Cirsium) |, ( Codlonema) (Draba)
2

—_— ( Sindlimprichtia)

( Xanthoceras) ( Clematoclethra)
( )
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2.3
2.3.1 (1991) “ "
) 1154
, 10 ( 4
4
Table 4 The ecies ared-types o seed plants in Datong River valey
%
Ared-types . . L
No. of gecies % o wild gpeciesin the area
1. Gosropalitan 17 1.47
2. Pantropic 5 0.43
3. North Terrperate 7 6.67
3.1 Arctic-Alpine (4)
3.2 ( ) N. Tenp. &S Terp. diguncted (9)
4. E. Ada & N. Amer. diguncted 3 0.26
5. Old World Tenperate 79 6.85
5.1
Mediterranea. W. Ada (or C. Ada) & E. Ada diguncted (2)
6. Tenperate Asa 158 13.69
7. Mediterranean, W. Adato Centrd Asa 3 0.26
7.1
Mediterranea. to C. Ada & Mexioo to S. USA. diguncted (D)
8. Centrd Ada 78 6.76
8.1 ( ) Eag Centrd Ada (or Ada Media) (14)
8.2 C. Adato Hmaya &S. W. China (34)
8.3 -
C. Adato HimdayarAlta & Pecific N. Amer. Diguncted (D
9. E. Ada 146 12.65
9.1 - Sro-Himdaya (SH) (89)
9.2 - Sro-Jgpan () (33)
10. Endemic to China 588 50. 95
Total 1154
2.3.2 , ,
158 13.69 % ,
( Thesiym longifdlium) ( Polygonum dentato-al atum)
(Vidia unijuga) ( Comastoma falcatum) ( Gentiana squarrasa)
( Convolvulus ammannii ) ( Plantago depressa) (Artemisa deserto-
rum) ( Hdictatrichon schelliannum) (Leymus secalinus)
146 , 12.65 %
, - - ( Circaeast-
er agrestis) (Meconopsis herridula) ('Sinopodophy!lum hexandrum)
(Astragal us flori dus) ( Pedicul aris kansuensis) ( Microula tibetica)

( Deyeuxia scabrescens) (Juncus himalensis) (Orchis
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diantha) ,

( Popul us davidiana) (Armeniana vul garis var. ansu) (Inr
patiens nali-tangere) ( Galium paradoxum) (Lonicera caerulea)
( Dipsacus japonicus) (Bromus rematiflorus) ( Platanthera metabifdia)

79 , 6.85% (Silene conoidea) 1
- - , 66
) 83.54 %,

(Axyris amaranthoi des) ( Ceratoides | atens) ( Sisymbrium hetero-
mallum) ( Veronica didyma) (Valeriana pseuddficinalis) ( Xanthium
sibiricum) ( Poa alpigena) ( Herminium monorchis)

78 6.76 %
(Malcomia hispida)

(Vidia costata) ( Scorzonera pseudodivaricata) ( Kobresia humi-
lis) (Stipa purpurea) (Allium atrosangui neum)

( Paraquilegia microphylla) ( Ranunculus pulchellus)
( Dimorphastemon gl andul asus) ( Sibbaldia tetrandra)
(A. himal ayana) (Leontopodium nanum) ( Kobresia capillifdlia)
(Allium cardlinianum) (Juncus thomsonii)
(

77 ( Polygonum avivu-
lare) ( Chenopodium glaucum) ( Geum aleppicum) ( Epilobium
pal ustre) ( Galium verum) ( Mentha haplocalyx) ( Adoxa maoschatdli-
na) ( Catabrosa aquatica) (Luzula multiflora)

( Koenigia idandica) (Arctostaphylos alpinus) (Luzua
spicata) ( ) ( Capsdlla bursar pastoris)
( Potentilla anserina) (Vida angustifdia) ( Typha davidi-
ana) ( Deschampsia caespitosa) 9

~
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46. 62 %

2.3.3
( 4

50 %

10

80 %

538
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5

588

Table 5 The ared-subtypes of the Chinese endemmic eciesof seed plants in Datong River valey

588 % 1154 %
Subtypes No.of ecies % eciesd totd subtypes % Peciestotd area
(588 gecies) (1154 pecies)

12-1 8 1.36 0.69
12- 2 23 3.91 1.99
12- 3 557 94.73 48.27
a. ( ) (16) (2.72) (1.39)

b. ( ) (13) (2.21) (1.13)

c. (12) (2.04) (1.04)

d. (4 (0.68) (0.35)

e. - (4 (0.68) (0.35)

f. ( (12) (209 (1.09

9. ) (47) (7.99) (4.07)

h. (27) (2.89) (1.47)

i (46) (7.82) (3.73)

i (96) (16.33) (8.32)

k. (15) (2.55) (1.30)

I 9 (1.53) (0.78)

m. (19) (3.3 (1.65)

n. (11) (1.87) (0.95)

0. ( 5 (36) (6.12) (312

p. - (19) (3.3 (1.65)

g. ( (13) (2.21) (1.13)

r. - (27) (4.59) (2.34)

S. (42) (7.19) (3.64)

t. (24) (4.08) (2.08)

u. (3R) (5.61) (2.86)

V. 9 (1.53) (0.78)

W. (13) (2.21) (1.13)

X. (3) (0.51) (0.26)

y. (17 (2.89) (1.47)

’ (
) ( 5 a m) , 31
52.89 %
5 j or s u ) , ,
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16. 50 %

(salix atopantha) ( Polygonum cyanandrum) (Me
landrium glandul asum) ( Trdlius pumilus var. tanguticus) (Meco-
nopsis horridula var. racemosa) ( Hedysarum al gidum) ( Doronicum stenc-
glossum) ( Tephroseris rufa)

, 47 :
, 7 ( Corydalis livida) ( Codonema drab-
0i des) ( Philaddphus kansuersis) (' Rhododendron  anthopogonoi des)
(Lonicera minuta) ( Chaetoseris djlianshanensis) (Orinus
kokonorica) ('Iris pandurarata)
- 46 , 9
(Sabina przewalskii) (Astragal us ferzdianus) (Angd-
ica nitida) (' Rhododendron thymifolium) ( Primula tangutica)
( Syncal athium disciforme) ( Fritillaria przewalskii)
- - 42 8
( Rhodiola kirilowii) (Ajuga lupulina)
(Blysmus si nocompressus) ( Herminium al aschanicum)

36 ( Caragana roborovskyi) ( Bieberstenia hetercstemon)
(Artemisia nanshanica)
- - - 33 4 (Picea wilsonii)
( Rosa omdiensis) ( Parasenecio tangutica) ( Cypripedium franchetii)

( Anemone tomentasa)

- 27 (Médiilotoides archiducis-nicolai)
(Sibbaldia procumbens var. aphanopetala) ;
(' Sambucus adnata) ( Codonopsis viridiflora)

( Clematis tangutica) (Stipa peni-
cillata) ( Carex scabrirostris)
- - 24
(Aquilegia ecalcarata) (Spiraea rosthornii) ( Euonymus sangui neus)
( Hypericum przewalskii) (Allium cyaneum)
: - - - 19

13 , )



371

8
( Ranunculus mengyuanensis)
aperta var. aureo-punctata)
lus var. ginghaiensis)

(1)

(2) ,

)

(4) :

(Salix tacensis var. glabra)

T ( Ribes menyuanemse)
(Swertia przewalskii)
( Deschampsia multiflora)

120

( Gentiana
(Artemisia dracuncu-

( Kobresia menyuanica)



372 26

(5 :
(6)
s , 1998. [M]. : , 1-3%
) , 1983. —_ , [M]. : , 1425
, 1982. [M]. : , 1527
Wu YH ( ) , 2002. Sudy on thefloridic characterigticsinLongwu river valey [J]. ActaBat Yunnan ( ), 24
(2) : 155—169
Wu YH ( ) , 2003. A gudy on thefloraof Huangshui valey in Qinghai , China [J]. Acta Bat Boreal-Occident Sin (
). 23 (2): 205217
Wu ZY ( ), 1991. The ared-typesof Chinese generadf seed plants [J]. Aca Bot Yunnan ( ), Qpp. IV:
1139
Wu ZY ( ), Zhou ZK ( ), LiDZ ( ), ead, 2003. Theard-typusd theworld familiesdf seed plarts [J].
Acta Bat Yunnan ( ), 25 (3): 245—257
, 2004 7 1 ,

1m L L)



