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Abstract This paper describes a new species of Metrodoridae, Rhopalatettix taipeensis sp. nov. , collected from the farm of
Taiwan University in Taipei, Taiwan, and provides a key to the 6 species of the genus Rhopalotettix Hancock, 1910. Type
specimens are depasited in the Department of Entomology, Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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There were 6 known species in the genus side of the inferior margin of eyes, length of middle

Rhopalotettix Hancock, 1910 of the Metrodoridae. segment 8 times its width. Anterior margin of prono-
One was found in Sumantra, the other 5 species were tum truncated, hind process subtulate, reaching 4/ 5 of
found in China. In our study on specimens of hind tibia, median carina distinct, anterior half of
Tetrigoidea borrowed from Taiwan University, we pronotum slightly protuberant, nearly tectiform, pos-
found that 1 species collected from Taipei City, Tai- terior half of pronotum flat. Prozonal lateral carinae
wan is new to science. This species is described below. parallel, humeral angles obtusely angular, posterior
Type specimens are preserved in the Department of En- angles of lateral lobes of pronotum turned downwards,
tomology, Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, slightly produced outwards, the end obliquely trunca
China. ted. Tegmina oblong, wings developed, extending be-

A key to 7 species of the genus Rhopalotettix Han- yond the apex of hind process of pronotum. Anterior
cock, 1910 is also given in this paper. and middle femora slender, upper and lower margins

nearly parallel , with fine teeth, the end of upper mar-

1 Rhopalotettix taipeiensis sp. nov. (Figs.1-5) _ _ ) i ]
gin of middle femora slightly tooth-like. Hind femora

Male. Body small , with granules. Fastigium an-  gtout, upper and lower margins with fine teeth, the
gularly produced strongly before eyes, nearly tri- end of upper margin tooth-like, upper and lower
quetrous. In dorsal view , fastigium nearly triangular, kneel obe obtusely rounded. Hind tibiae with thin teeth

length of fastigium 2. 0 times width of its base, width along the dorsal margins, with 6-7 spines on the out-
of fastigial base 1.4 times width of an eye, the top of side and inside dorsally. First segment of posterior tarsi

fastigium in dorsal view gradually narrowing, two la little longer than third segment and with 3 obtuse pul-
teral side nearly parallel before one half of fastigium, villi below , third segment nearly club-like. The poste-
and with small teeth, dorsum of fastigium concave, rior margin of subgenital plate dichotomous.

without median keel. In lateral view the tip of the Body dark brown; eye white; vertex pitchrlike;
fastigium is slightly bent downward, inferior margin of the apex of antennae, tegmina, hind tarsi and the apex
it knifelike, with small teeth. Width of vertex be of abdomen in both sides light yellow.

tween eyes wider than width of eye in dorsal view. Female. Same as male. Size bigger than male,
Eyes strongly exserted, ball-like, inner margins of eyes length of fastigiumin ¢ longer than thatin &, length

not parallel. Frons oblique, frontal costa slightly pro- of fastigium about 2. 1 times width of it base, width of

tuberant between antennae in profile, lateral ocelli lo- fastigial base 1. 7 times width of eye. The valves of the
cated between the middle of anterior margin of eyes. ovipositor narrow, outer margins of valves distinctly

Antennae filiform, 13 segments, inserted on the inner serrated, the middle of posterior margin of subgenital
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Figs. 1-5. Rhopalotettix taipeiensis sp. nov. 1. Body of male, lateral view. 2. Head of male,
dorsal view. 3. Head of female, dorsal view. 4. Fastigium of male, lateral view. 5. Fastigium
of female, lateral view. (Scale bar =1 mm)

plate projecting angularly.

Body luridus; eye black brown; vertex pitch-like;
the apex of antennae and tegmina light brown.

Length of body (from the top of fastigium to the
end of pronotum) : ¢14.0 mm, ¢ 16.2 mm; length
of fastigium: 1.3 mm, ¢1.6 mm; length of anten-
nae: ¢6.4mm, ¢ 6.5mm; length of pronotum: &
12. 1 mm, ¢ 13.3 mm; length of hind femora: ¢5.4
mm, ¢ unknown.

Holotype ¢, Taiwan of China: Taipei (25.0°N,
121.5°E) , Farm of Taiwan Univ., 19 Jan. 1999,
LIN Ming Xin. Paratype 1 ¢, Taiwan of China:
Taipei (25.0°N, 121.5°E) , Farm of Taiwan Univ. ,
12 June 1999, LIU Geng-Ming.

This new species is similar to Rhopalotettix taiwa-
nensis Liang, 1993. It differs from both as described

in Table 1.
Table 1. Comparison of morphological characters between
Rhopalotettix taipeiensis sp. nov. and R. taiwanensis.

R. taipeiensis sp.
nov.

R. taiwanensis

Fastigium from dorsal The top gradually nar-
view rows

The top suddenly
narrows

Fastigium in lateral The tip slightly bend

) The tip straight
view downward P 9

Length of fastigium
larger than its base
width in female

2.1times 1.8 times

Key to the species of the genus Rhopalotettix Hancock,

1910

1 (2) Width of vertex between eyes narrower than width of eyefrom dor-
sal view Rhopalotettix clavipes Hancock

2 (1) Width of vertex between eyes wider than width of eye from dorsal
view.

3 (6) Length of asegment in the middle of antennae 10. 0-12. 5 times of
width.

4 (5) Fastigium from dorsal view, itstop gradually narrows; pronotum
with oblique abbreviated carinae

R. guangxiensis Zheng et Jiang

5 (4) Fastigium from dorsal view, nearly 1/4 of its top suddenly nar-

rows; pronotum without abbreviated carinae
R. uncusivertex Zheng

6 (3) Length of a segment in the middle of antennae under 8 times of
width.

7 (8) Head from latera view, the tip of fastigium slightly bend down-
ward R. taipeiensis sp. nov.

8 (7) Head from lateral view, the tip of fastigium not bend downward.

9 (12) Head in dorsal view, fastigium, except its tip, broader, two lat-
eral side nearly parallel , dorsum of fastigium concave, without me-
dian keel.

10 (11) Fastigium shorter and suddenly becoming narrow in the apical
onefifth; fastigium of male shorter than that of female; median
carina of pronotum raised R. taiwanensis Liang

11 (10) Fastigium longer and gradually becoming narrow in the apical
one-fifth; fastigium of male longer than that of female; median ca-
rina of pronotum lower R. hainanensis Tinkham

12 (9) Head in dorsal view, fastigium gradually become narrow from its
base to apex; dorsum of fastigium flat, with a slight median keel

R. chinensis Tinkham
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