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A PREL IMINARY DISCUSSION ON THE TAXONOMIC VAL UES OF
THE MAIN CHARACTERS OF REPRODUCTIVE ORGAN OF POACEAE
AND THEIR RANKS SUITABL E FOR DIFFERENTIATING TAXA

CAl Lian- bing

(Northwest Hateau Inditute of Biology , the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xining 810001)

Absgtract The characters of reproductive organ have been the main evidences for the classfication of Poace-
ae, but they are not totally equa in the taxonomic value because of the differences of their dependenciesin
norphologicd trait , growth postion , developmental degree and environmentd dteration. In order to overcome
the various drawbacks in goplying character , author discussed the taxonomic valuesof main macrosoopic char-
acters in the pagper , and summarized their ranks suitable for differentiating taxa. In them, the type of irflores
cence , podtion of gikelet , shape of floscule and fruit , and 9 on are of high value to clasdfication, and usur
dly suitable to the taxa above the rank of tribe; the shape of irflorescence , arrangement of ikelet , type of
fruit , and o forth are dightly low in value , and usually suitable to the taxa from genus to ecies; the length
and thickness of irflorescence , rachilla, palea, and the like are low in value , and usualy suitable to the e
cies or infragecific taxa.
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Tabe1 The taxoromic categpries suitable to the main characters of reproductive organ of Foaceae
Categpry
U\SJb‘a— mly Supertribe Tribe Subtribe Genus Section Series Secies  Subgpecies  Variety
Type + + + + + -+ - - - -
Shepe - - - -+ + + + -+ -+ -
Irflo -
- - - - - + + + + +
rece - Curvature
nce Lengh - - - - - - - + +
Thickness ) ) ) ) ) ) ) + +
Type - - -+ + + + + + + -+
Position + + + + + + -+ - - -
Arr - - - -+ + + + + -+ -
Spike - - - - - - - -+ + + +
et Lengh
Pedicel - - -+ + + + + + + -+
Qume -+ -+ -+ + + + + + + -+
Rachilla ) 3 i - - i -t o -t
Shepe + + + + -+ - - - - -
Nu -+ -+ + + + + + + + -+
L - - -+ -+ -+ + + + + +
Hos- - - - - - - -+ + + +
cue Fdea
Lodicue . . . . . -t -t o -
3 - - - - -+ -+ -+ + + +
Asil - - - - -+ -+ + + + +
Type - - -+ + + + + -+ -+ -
Fruit Shepe + + + + + -+ - - - -
gze - - - - -+ + + + + -+
Y - ” “ - +H “ +H “ + +H

’ ’ 1
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